
Executive Director
Dr. Robert C. Cavanna - Executive Director/CEO

Event Coordinators
Sandra Cordie - Director of Educational Programs
LaVonne Denzer - Receptionist/Administrative Coordinator
Nicole Koll - Administrative Coordinator

Staff
Tammy Biery - Director of Administrative Services
Susan Brix - Executive Coordinator
Anthony Farag - Sales Specialist & Trainer
Scott George - Senior On-Site Health & Safety Manager
Chris Hoeschen - IT Manager
Melissa Holm - Data/Communications Coordinator
Peggy Imholte - Family Education/Wellness Specialist
Dr. Rebecca Koelln - Director of School Improvement Services
Michelle Kutzorik - Finance Assistant/Administrative Coordinator
Mark Olsen - Director of Finance
Martha Roth - Program Assistant & Trainer
Jodi Steinhofer - Administrative Coordinator
Debbie Thomes - Customer Service Coordinator
Stacy VanBatavia - Graphics & Communications Specialist
Wayne Warzecha - Health & Safety Specialist
Daniel Weir - Insurance/Risk Management Consultant
Ron Wieber - Director of Health & Safety

Board of Directors 
Ken Anderson - Chairperson
Dr. Deb Henton, Ex Officio Superintendent, 
	 North Branch School District 
Otto Kaschmitter - Director 
Jeannette Kester - Secretary/Treasurer
Nadine Schnettler - Director
Ron Seibring - Director
Jan Solarz - Director
Charles Weiman - Vice Chairperson
Robert Ziegler - Director

About 
  Gary Berg
            
Gary Berg has a B.A. degree in English 
and a M.A. degree in Higher Education 
Administration.   Gary worked for ten 
years as a college administrator in the ar-
eas of  residence life, admissions, sports in-
formation and planning before starting his 
own company 21 years ago.  That compa-
ny, G.L. Berg Entertainment, Performing 
Artists & Speakers, has grown to be the 
largest provider of  professional entertain-
ers and speakers in the Midwest contract-
ing over 2500 shows annually all across the 
United States and the world.

Gary is a real entrepreneur and has built 
his company on some “Simple Truths” 
that can challenge and benefit us all.  He 
is a coach, a dad, a husband, a business 
owner, a friend, a son, a brother, a neigh-
bor and tonight - our speaker!

ABOUT THE PRESENTATION:
               
For over a decade Gary Berg has been pre-
senting his “Simple Truths” message to a 
wide variety of  audiences throughout the 
country.  The purpose for each program is 
to challenge attendees to consciously look 
at the way they do things so they can tweak 
their actions and attitudes and become 
healthier, happier and smarter.
               
Tonight, for the Students of  Excellence 
program, Gary is going to focus on some 
simple truths for students and parents to 
consider as everyone deals with the next 
steps after high school.   Understanding 
the difference between fair and equal, the 
importance of  human interactions, and 
the positive aspects of  laughter will be key 
parts of  the presentation.

Students of   Excellence
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Welcome & Introductions 
Dr. Robert Cavanna, Executive Director

Resource Training & Solutions

Presiding Superintendent 
Tamara Schultz, East Central Public Schools

Keynote Address 
Gary Berg - “Simple Truths”

Remarks 
Angie Johnson, MN Department of Education

Congratulations 
Ken Anderson, Board of Directors - Resource Training & Solutions

Conferral of Honors 
Dr. Robert Cavanna

Presentation of Plaques & Closing Comments 
Tamara Schultz, East Central Public Schools 

Serving Our Members
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Belgrade-Brooten-Elrosa 
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Big Lake School District  
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  School District
Cambridge Isanti School District
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East Central School District 
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Foley School District 
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  School District  
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Private Schools
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St. John’s Preparatory School 
St. John’s School (Foley) 
St. Joseph Lab School 
St. Joseph’s School (Waite Park) 
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Sts. Peter, Paul & Michael School 
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Members
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DaVinci Academy of Art & Sciences
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City of St. Martin
City of Waite Park
Crow Wing County
Delano Municipal Utilities
East Central Regional 
  Development Commission
Elk River Municipal Utilities
Employment Enterprises Inc.
FirstLight Health System
Kanabec County
Mille Lacs County
North Branch Commission
 Water & Light
Pine County
Share a Home
St. Michael’s Hospital & 
  Nursing Home
Stearns County
Stearns County SWCD
Todd County
Todd County DAC
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From The Executive Director
For the past 24 years, we have been honoring our region’s top High School seniors.  These students have 
excelled academically in the classroom.  Outside the classroom, they have engaged in community building 
through extracurricular activities in school as well as through community wide projects and undertakings.  
We live in a very materialistic and egocentric society.  These students represent some of the best individuals 
who are concerned about others and the future of our society.

The Search Institute has compiled 40 Developmental Assets®.  They 
are concrete, common sense, positive experiences and qualities es-
sential to raising successful young people.  The students we honor 
tonight certainly exemplify many of these internal assets such as 
commitment to learning, positive values and social competencies.  
We salute them for they are the “real thing” studying hard and work-
ing toward achieving both academic and career goals.  They need to 
be affirmed as true heroes for young people in a very superficial and 
shallow society.

For the past 24 years, we have honored 3,763 students from the 
40+high schools across our ten county service region.  As your 
Service Cooperative in Central Minnesota, the Board of Directors and staff of Resource join hands with our 
region’s administrators, teachers and school board member to salute the 168 seniors from 42 high schools of 
Central Minnesota.  We also want to pay special tribute to the parents of our honorees for the support and 
encouragement of these young people in their academic pursuits and goals.

We wish you fulfilling and rewarding lives filled with purpose, meaning and strong values.  Continue to excel 
in all you do and as you move into positions of leadership, remember your roots and those less fortunate than 
yourselves.

Congratulations to each and everyone of you!

Sincerely,

Robert C. Cavanna, Ed.D.

Paynesville

•  Todd Burlingame

	 Kelli Jean Fuchs
	 Cameron Richard	
	   Kalkbrenner
	 Ashley Alyssa Peck

Pine City

•  Dennis Fischer

	 Tyler Clark
	 Briana Long
	 Aaron Nisley
	 Haley Schmidt

Princeton

•  Rick Lahn

	 Josiah Christopher Daniels
	 Domenic Fobbe Fraboni
	 Kadie Elizabeth Savage
	 William John Soule
	 Carlee Jay Stenslie

Rockford

•  Paul Durand

	 Richard Poppler
	 Daniel Sarkinen
	 Sophia Smith
	 Brian Volkenant

Rocori

•  Scott Staska

	 Amber Bromenschenkel
	 Kelly	 Davis
	 Mariah Lardy
	 Michael Schmit

Rogers

•  Mark Bezek

	 Bradley Arrington
	 McCabe Buege
	 Gino Marchetti II
	 Christopher Thompson

Rush City

•  Vernon Koepp

	 Sarah Behrendt
	 Christine  Cook
	 LynnAnn Fuhs
	 Ashley Strenke 

Sartell-St. Stephen 
•  Joseph Hill

	 Adam K. Kourajian
	 Emily McIntire
	 Mattie Nieters
	 Chloe J. Ree

Sauk Centre

•  Daniel Brooks

	 Maren Greenwaldt
	 Mariya Lawinger
	 Amelia Maher
	 Michelle Tschida

Sauk Rapids-Rice 
•  Daniel Bittman

	 Emily Ackerman
	 Melissa Kahl
	 Kayley Lain
	 Morgan Muehlbauer
	

St. John’s Preparatory 
•  Fr. Timothy Backous, 

OSB, Head of School
	 Liam Cofell-Dwyer
	 Madeline Franz
	 Rebecca Hare
	 Megan McClure

St. Michael-Albertville

•  Marcia Ziegler

	 Emily Donlon
	 Mariah Eystad
	 Emily Kessler
	 Katelyn Rose

Technical High School, 
St. Cloud

•  Bruce Watkins

	 Grace Butkowski
	 Ankan Ganguly
	 Nicholas Grossman
	 Vanessa Vosen

Watertown-Mayer 
•  Karsten Anderson

	 Benjamin Hillmann
	 Alexander Phearman
	 Lauren Salonek
	 Emily Vouk

Zimmerman

•  Mark Bezek

	 Brian Barbeln
	 Lynk	 Downing
	 Hannah  Fordahl
	 Matthew Milless

Look for photos from this wonderful evening on our Facebook page.

Save the Date 25th Annual Students of Excellence Awards 
& Recognition Ceremony April 25, 2012



Albany

•  Steve Dooley

	 Trevor Fleischhacker
	 Jamie Holt
	 Taylor Ramler
	 Taylor Waletzko

Apollo, St. Cloud

•  Bruce Watkins

	 Laura Briese
	 Adam Logeman
	 Erin Mercurio
	 John Reichl

Becker

•  Steve Malone

	 Samantha Hultgren
	 Mari	 Liestman
	 Shaundra Miller
	 Maria Zimmerman

Belgrade-Brooten Elrosa 
•  Matt Bullard

	 Ben Borgerding
	 Julie Hiesrich
	 Amy Knutson
	 Whitney White

Big Lake

•  Jon Miller

	 Nicholas Lewellyn
	 Jamie Swanson
	 Steven Thomalla
	 Nicole Tienter

Braham

• Gregory Winter

	 Cassandra Anderson
	 Alexander Jones
	 Michael Dean Strelow
	 Jessica Zierden

Buffalo-Hanover-Montrose

•  Scott Thielman

	 Nicholas Allen
	 Anna Huff
	 Madalyn Nones
	 Julie	Watermiller

Cathedral, St. Cloud

•  Lynn Grewing, Principal

	 Heather Boldt
	 Eric Broker
	 Kayla Krippner
	 Grant Wintheiser

Chisago Lakes

•  Michael McLoughlin

	 Aubrey Lawlor
	 Morgan Magnuson
	 Ryan	 Merry

Dassel-Cokato 
•  Jeff Powers

	 Logan Benda
	 Heidi Hendrickson
	 Elizabeth Schmid
	 Julia	Torgersen

Delano

•  John Sweet

	 Lauren Bersie
	 Abigail  Bohler
	 Hailey Soukup
	 Dustin Ziegelman

East Central 
•  Tamara Schultz

	 Thomas Battaglia
	 Kortnie Brown
	 Sara	Diggan
	 Janna Jansen

Eden Valley-Watkins 
•  Larry Peterson

	 Kayla Dockendorf
	 Jaron Faber
	 Scott Notch
	 Emily Stommes

Elk River

•  Mark Bezek

	 Theo Anderson
	 Michael Bayles
	 Rachel Lieser
	 Ethan Sass

Foley 
•  Darrin Stosahl

	 Steven Dotzler
	 Chelsea Lesniak
	 Elizabeth Schneider
	 Chelsea Studenski

Hinckley-Finlayson 
•  Jack Almos

	 Ryan	 Dunkley
	 Elena Frye
	 Cory Lymburner
	 Kimberly Scullard

Holdingford

•  John Haas

	 Kelsey Butler
	 Ilexa	Flagstad
	 Amy	Jarnot
	 Rachel Lane

Howard Lake- 
Waverly-Winsted 
•  Brad Sellner

	 Kaylee Erickson
	 Rebecca Groos
	 Brooke Hoese
	 Sabrina Kieser

Isle

• Michael Conner

	 John Becker
	 Kylee Conner
	 Katelyn Schweninger

Kimball 
•  John Tritabaugh

	 Larissa Gohmann
	 David Joseph
	 Andrew Kieke
	 Jenna Maus
	 Brett	 Ostby

Litchfield

•  Bill Wold

	 Breanna Berry
	 Matthew Bohach
	 Tyler Kinny
	 Elia Medina

Maple Lake

•  Mark Redemske

	 Megan Dramdahl
	 Ashley Hertwig
	 Elly Muller
	 Brittany Negley

Melrose

•  Tom Rich

	 Jill Beuning
	 Samantha Notch
	 Emily Scholz
	 Zachary Thelen

Monticello

•  Jim Johnson

	 Samantha Crnokrak
	 Cody Dessellier
	 Collin Dessellier
	 Maggie McNeil

Mora

•  Craig Schultz

	 Jennifer Bankers
	 Abigail Blake
	 Andrew Coop
	 Ashley Heikes
	 Thomas Schultz

North Branch

•  Deb Henton

	 Laura Backus
	 Katie Munns
	 Andrea Yelle
	 Emily Ziegler

Ogilvie 
•  David Endicott

	 Mallory Bierl
	 Molly Peglow
	 Jessica Simcox
	 Rachel VanderVegt

 Congratulations Award Recipients

•  Superintendent of schools unless otherwise noted.


