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Welcome & Introductions
Dr. Robert C. Cavanna, Executive Director, Resource Training & Solutions

Presiding Superintendent
Larry Peterson, Eden Valley-Watkins School District

Keynote Address
C. Willi Myles

Letter
from the Commissioner
MN Department of Education

Congratulations
Ken Anderson, Board of Directors
Resource Training & Solutions

Presentation of Awards 
& Governor’s Certificates
Larry Peterson, Ken Anderson, Robert Ziegler

Closing Comments



from the executive director
I came across this piece in the book, In Praise of Teachers.  It’s 
from a conversation with Jill Ker Conway.  “Teaching is a moral 
and sacred act.  I think the characteristics of a good teacher 
begin with genuine respect for the student’s mind.  That respect 
conveys to students that they can take themselves seriously.  
Next to that, I think, is a real love for the young and joy in seeing 
them grow and develop.  Next to that is a passion for  the dis-
cipline.  You can be passionate about your discipline but if you 
lack respect for the young mind and love of young people, you 
won’t be able to communicate it very well.”
 
“We can teach people how to be good teachers up to a relatively 
high degree but I think teaching is also a talent.  The really great 
teachers have this kind of X-ray vision that allows them to look 
at a young person and see right into the important intersection of emotion and intellect and see 
how to harness that emotional energy and intellectual effort and bring it to fruition.  And that is a 
kind of X-ray vision that can’t be taught.  You either have it or you don’t.”

You have that X-ray vision.  Thank you for being a teacher and educator.  Teaching is the toughest 
and most important job in America.  We salute you and praise you for your work.  Congratulations 
and best wishes from all of us at Resource!

Sincerely,

Robert C. Cavanna, Ed.D.
Executive Director

  
 
 
 
 
 
October 20, 2011 
 
 
I wish to congratulate Resource Training and Solutions and all of the outstanding educators who 
are being honored here tonight. I regret that I am unable to be here in person to congratulate each 
of you who are changing lives and molding the minds of tomorrow’s leaders.  
 
I specifically want to congratulate Resource Training and Solutions on their 20th anniversary of 
their commitment to honoring excellence in education at this ceremony. Recognizing educators 
who have set the bar high for themselves pushes all of us to do better.  As a result, Resource isn’t 
just honoring the hard working and talented educators here tonight – they are urging us all to 
work harder in our pursuit of a world class Minnesota’s education system where every 
Minnesota student can succeed.  
 
The educators being honored here tonight deserve praise for their immeasurable contribution. As 
I have traveled Minnesota visiting schools it has been my focus to learn about best practices and 
to share success stories from teachers, administrators, and principals. We need to celebrate and 
replicate your hard work, which is why I encourage you all to keep working creatively to reach 
your students and to share with your colleagues what works. The ripple effect of your success 
will spark growth and opportunity for students in your classroom and beyond.  
 
With you in spirit, I hope you have a wonderful celebration. You have earned it.  
 
Sincerely,  
 

 
 
Dr. Brenda Cassellius  
Commissioner 
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from the commissioner

We build meaningful relationships 
that enrich our members and equip 
them with the tools for success.

Mark Your Calendar: October 24, 2012

Special Thank You
Thank you to the following 
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event a special evening 

of celebration.
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Albany 
• 	Steven Dooley
	 Kevin Brennan
	 Gayle Moltz
	 Jill Moorthy
	 Cathy Studer
	
Annandale
• 	Steve Niklaus
	 Pam Fliegel
	 Marcia Froehling
	 Karen Spiegeler

Becker 
• 	Stephen Malone
	 Lisa Bruska
	 Rob Olson
	 Paula Pruszinske
	 Brenda Zierden

Belgrade/Brooten/
Elrosa 
• 	Matt Bullard
	 Josie Dingmann
	 Sheila Jaeger
	 Erin Koshiol
	 Chuck Marks

Big Lake
• 	Jon Miller
	 Sara Edgar
	 Bridget Eisinger
	 Karen Nelsen
	 Benjamin Wannebo

Buffalo/Hanover/
Montrose
• 	Scott Thielman
	 Julie Brooks
	 Tracy Hulley
	 Tina Stoldt
	 Karen Swart

Cambridge-Isanti
• 	Bruce Novak
	 Shelly Chmielewski
	 Amy Kirkhoff

Chisago Lakes 
• 	Michael McLoughlin
	 Bridget Budig
	 Becky Burr
	 Krista Overgaard
	 Art Underhill

Dassel-Cokato 
• 	Jeff Powers
	 Carla Halvorson
	 Jessica Luebker
	 Jon Nelson
	 Lee Nelson

Delano
• 	John Sweet
	 Gwen Briesemeister
	 Corey Lahr
	 Julie Longstreet
	 Maria Menz

East Central  
• 	Larry Peterson
	 Cassie Gaede
	 Sarah Klocke 

Eden Valley-Watkins 
• 	Larry Peterson
	 Sheila Mayer
	 Betsy Nordgaard

Foley
• 	Darrin Strosahl
	 Jenny Seaton
	 Paul Seaton
	 Kathi Sims

Hinckley-Finlayson 
• 	Rob Prater
	 Don Grice
	 Shana Stiel

Holdingford
• 	Eric Williams
	 Christine Bernstetter
	 Doris Campbell
	 Blair Hovel
	 Milissa Walz

Howard Lake-Waverly-
Winsted 
•  Brad Sellner
	 Jessica Bogdan
	 Angela Pittman
	 Brooke Thrall

Isle 
•	 Michael Conner
	 Tama Exsted
	 Nico Jeska

Kimball
•	 John Tritabaugh
	 Jay Klein
	 Kim Ostby

Litchfield
•	 Bill Wold
	 Jill Glienke
	 Joann Hicks
	 Kay Sandin
	 Carol Werner

Maple Lake
•	 Mark Redemske
	 Tana Fobbe
	 Ann Hagen
	 Andrea Hoepner
	 Steve Kosloski

Meeker and Wright 
Special Education 
Cooperative 
• Allyson Kuehn, 

Executive Director
	 Linda Reinert
	 Jane Shobe

Melrose
•	 Thomas Rich
	 Robert Anderson
	 Marit Elliot

Monticello
•	 Jim Johnson
	 Jan Hopkins
	 Denise Merritt
	 Laurie Ostwald
	 John Reeves
	 Mark Storry

Mora
• 	Craig Schultz
	 Darcy Halverson
	 Daryl Lindstrom
	 Susie Matzer
	 Leann Pietrzak

North Branch 
•	 Deb Henton
	 Mary Burgin
	 Sue Howard
	 Mindy Lattimore
	 Larry Schlagel

Ogilvie
•	 Kathy Belsheim
	 Kate Cekalla
	 Trisha Kotsmith
	 Jacki Peterson
	 Deb Swenson

Paynesville
•	 Todd Burlingame
	 Amy Jasmer-Flanders
	 Colin Wolf

Princeton
•	 Rick Lahn
	 JoAnn Aderman
	 Melinda Zachman
	 Becky Pollard
	 Tracy Kristo
	 Amanda Dirksen 

Rockford
•	 Paul Durand
	 Holly Biorn
	 Kathy Brown
	 Traci Moore

Rocori
•	 Scott Staska
	 Jen Illies
	 Correne Keefauver
	 Dave Sorensen
	 Greg Spanier

Rush City 
•	 Vernon Koepp
	 Michael Saari
	 Alissa Zeltinger

Sartell-St Stephen 
•	 Joseph Hill
	 Peggi Fogarty
	 Jeff Kellerman
	 Paul Moe
	 Michelle Raml

Sauk Centre 
•	 Daniel Brooks
	 Angela Arceneau
	 Pat Bartoletti
	 Todd Broich
	 Erin Shermak

Sauk Rapids-Rice
•	 Daniel Bittman 
	 Barb Beise
	 Trisha Bemboom
	 Sandie Lahr
	 Kay Moon
	 Kelly Peterson

St. Cloud 
•	 Bruce Watkins
	 Andrea Burris
	 Joy Christenson
	 Linda Corrigan
	 Diana Fenton
	 Laura Freese
	 Judy Gerdes
	 Anne Hartwig
	 Cari Hartwig
	 Angela Kalthoff
	 Deborah Leadem
	 Michele McAnally
	 Catherine Mullen
	 Jason Parker
	 Tina Piper

	 St. Cloud (continued)
	 Natalie Prasch
	 Sandra Smith
	 Loren Terlisner
	 Todd Theisen
	 Cynthia Wagner Moone
	 Trista Wochnick
	 Tyson Zitzow

St. Cloud Diocese 
•	 Linda Kaiser
	 Kelly Gangl
	 Patricia Murphy
	 Mary Cheryl Opatz
	 Barb Wick

St. John’s Preparatory 
•	 Fr. Tim Backous, Head 

Master
	 Dixie Boschee
	 Emmy Sack

St. Michael-Albertville 
•	 James Behle
	 Tim Anfenson
	 Julie Bauman
	 Ryan Canton
	 Sarah Shaw

Stride Academy
•	 Dale Beutel, Executive 

Director
	 Angela Helmbrecht
	 Lisa Wallwork

Watertown-Mayer
•	 David  Marlette
	 Denise Ertl
	 Dave Nace
	 Linda Stelzer
	 Katie Thompson

Wright Technical Center 
•	 Julie Warner, Director
	 Barby Day

Congratulations l.e.e.a. Award recipients

• Superintendent 
of schools unless 
otherwise noted.


